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Alexandria United 

Methodist Church 

February 2022 

Our Mission is to make  

disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world.  

 

Our Vision is to grow and 

live in the spirit of Christ. 

A Note from Pastor Gary 
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

I have a Bible app on my cell phone called “Bible”.  

Actually, it is called “YouVersion” and was first published 

by Life.Church in 2006, I believe. If you don’t have it, you 

can get it in the Apple Store or Google’s Play Store. It is 

completely free and it has no advertisements.  

One of the best things about “YouVersion” is how many 

translations of the Bible it has. It has multiple  

translations in just about every language on earth. Want 

your Bible in Norwegian? It has three versions. Want it in 

Irish Gaelic? Eight versions exist. I think there is a version 

for every Native American language like Dakota,  

Cherokee, or Choctaw. Oh, you want to read the Bible in 

English? There are 67 English translations, though some 

are New Testament only.  

As you may know, translating the meaning of a word 

from one language to another is difficult and choices 

have to be made. Just look up the definition of the  

English word “run”. Run a footrace? Run for office? Run 

of good luck? A run in your stockings? Run out of gas? 

How do you translate “run” into another language when 

that language may have different words for each of the 

meanings of “run”?  

Hopefully, you get the idea of just why there may be 67 

versions of the English Bible. The Bible was originally 

written in Hebrew (the vast majority of the Old  

Testament), Greek (all of the New Testament), and a 

little Aramaic (parts of Daniel). Some try to be exact 

word for word translations while others try to convey 

the thoughts and meanings of the Hebrew or Greek. To 

illustrate this and to finish up, I share with you six English 

versions of one of my favorite verses, Galatians 5:6. 

 



 

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision counts for anything; the 

only thing that counts is faith working through love.” – New Revised Standard Version; 

what I read in church. 

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision carries any weight—the 

only thing that matters is faith working through love.” – New English Translation; what I 

study with. 

“For in Christ, neither our most conscientious religion nor disregard of religion 

amounts to anything. What matters is something far more interior: faith expressed in 

love.” – The Message. 

“When you’re joined to the Anointed One, circumcision and religious obligations can 

benefit you nothing. All that matters now is living in the faith that works and expresses 

itself through love.” – The Passion Translation (New Testament only); I love the lan-

guage beauty of this one. 

“For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but 

faith through love working.” – Young’s Literal Translation; from 1898 and about as lit-

eral as you can get. 

“When we are [L For] in Christ Jesus, it is not important if we are circumcised or 

not [L neither circumcision nor uncircumcision accomplishes anything]. The important 

thing is faith—the kind of faith that works through love. – Expanded Bible; the “L” 

means “literally”. 

As you can see, the essential meaning remains the same in the various translations for this 

verse. There are a handful of verses in the Bible where the choice of English words affects the 

meaning; check any footnotes you might find and check another version for any alternate 

meaning. 

So, with all of that said – how is your faith being worked out and expressed in love? (See what 

I did there?  

Have a blessed and loving February! 

Pastor Gary 

 

 



2021 Worship Service 
Attendance 

Jan  2  100  
Jan   9   118     
Jan 16  102 
Jan 23  142 
Jan 30  89 

In your prayers, please remember 

all in positions of leadership, people 

serving in dangerous and difficult 

settings, returned and returning 

service people and their families, all 

who seek and await peace.  

Publication Date for the next 

Messenger: 

 Articles for the February issue need to be 

in the office by NOON on Monday March 

21st 

Reminder that we are following our 
Building Use Policy—the church 
entrance doors will remain locked 
unless there are two people present 
in the building.  Please call ahead 
before you come to church, as there 
are times when we are not in the 
building, even though we are working.  
Also, most days someone is in the 
office earlier than 9:00 a.m. and 
later than 1:00 p.m. 

February Birthdays 
February 2nd    Preston Kunkel 

February 2nd       Dan Olson 

February 2nd  Aaron Thomson 

February 6th              Amy Balcome 

February 7th   Jackson Cavers 

February 7th        Brian Koehn 

February 9th             Betty Sax 

February 10th         Maurine Hamelau 

February 12th   Elliott Cummins 

February 13th      Eden Phillips  

February 15th                 John Heydt 

February 16th       Chuck Bollen 

February 17th              Gary Seiler 

February 18th   Otto Freier 

February 19th    Adam Cummins  

February 20th         Lee Moench 

February 22nd      Aubree Miller 

February 24th                 Deb Parrott 

February 27th      Allea Balcome 

February 28th       Pat Sherman 

  



Store Cards: Reminder we have store cards available from CUB, Elden’s, Fleet Farm, and 

Garden Center. A portion of your purchase goes back to the church’s general fund.  We have de-

nominations  of  25,$50 and $100 dollar cards. Store cards are available Sunday mornings and  in 

the church office during the week.  

 

February Bible Verses 
 

Week of February 6th: Isaiah 6: 1-8; Psalm 138; 1 Corinthians 15:1

-11; Luke 5:1-11. 

 

Week of February 13th: Jeremiah 17:5-10; Psalm 1; 1 Corinthians 

15:12-20; Luke 6:17-26.  

 

Week of February 20th: Genesis  45:11-15; Psalm 37:1-11,39-40; 

Luke 6:27-38; 1 Corinthians 15:35-38,42-50 
 

Week of February 27th: Exodus 34:29-35: Psalm 99;  

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2 Luke 9:28-36. 

West Central Minnesota Communities Action is again offering free income tax  
preparation for low income people.  Income guidelines are $33,000  for one person 
and $55,000 for families consisting of  two or more people.  The service includes 
Federal and State income tax and/or rent credit or real estate tax refund. I have 
been volunteering with this activity for 14 years and find it a delightful opportunity to 
assist people in our community.  Covid precautions are in place and in person or 
drop off, limited contact, is available.  All returns are electronically filed and all  
information is confidential.  If you, or someone in your family have need of these 
services, please contact WCMCA or me.  Parents with young family members that 
need to file simply to get their refund of withholding, please avail yourself of this free 
service.  We also can always use more volunteers in a variety of positions, greeters, 
intake personnel or preparers.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any  
interest in tax preparation or volunteer opportunity.      Carol Meyer 



In the Know.. News you need to know about your church 

Parish News 
Staff Parish Relations Committee met recently;  actions  
included the acceptance of Megan Lenz’s resignation,  
effective December 25th.  Megan did a heroic job in planning, 
organizing, and leading Sunday School and youth events  
during this Pandemic.  We very much appreciate her  
contributions, and encourage others to express their  
appreciation.   
 

SPRC, with approval of Ad Council, will be meeting with  
members of the Children, Family, and Youth committee and 
hope to plan next steps;  we also hope to meet or visit with 
church members  and families to gather input into their needs 
and wants.  We would welcome the input of all, whether you 
have children or youth in programming;  you are still ‘family’!  
Watch for further information in future email updates and 
Messenger articles.   
 

As a reminder, the following people serve on SPRC  
committee:  Ron Schutte and Heidi Ryan, Co-chairs;  Judy 
Rose, Bruce Jordan, Sharon Slack, Scott Garvin, and Pastor 
Gary.        
 

—Heidi 

 The Douglas County Historical 
Society will be hosting the 
Great Hotdish Bake-Off and  
Silent Auction Fundraiser on 
Saturday February 19th, 2022.  

The event will take place at the 
Broadway Ballroom in  
Alexandria on February 19th, 
2022 from 11am to 1 pm.  

Duriing the Bake-off , local 
team will be competing to 
name Douglas County’s  
Favorite Hotdish, 

To Register a Hotdish Team or 
for more information please call 
DCHS at 320-762-0382 or 
email 
|brittany.johnson@dchsmn.org.  

Groups are welcomed to  
provide a silent auction item if 
they wish to participate but are 
unable to form a Hotdish Team.  

Punch card redemption at 
Elden’s is coming to a 
close.  Please turn all cards,  
partial or full, in by the end of 
January.  So far we have  
obtained 8 containers and have 
cards to do four or five more.  All 
the containers go to Caring and 
Sharing for dispersal out in the 
community to people  
experiencing a need.  All clients 
of Caring and Sharing have 
been  properly vetted to  
hopefully curtail abuse of the 
system.   
Joy Circle thanks you for your  
participation.  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  

 

1 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon 

meeting 

2 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation   

5:00 friends Circle 

@ the Lure  

 

3 

 

4 5 

6 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

 

7 

6:30 PM SPRC 

Meeting 

8 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

 

9:30 AM Coffee Group  

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon 

meeting 

9 

5:30 PM Trustees 

mtg 

 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

 

10 

6:30 Church 

Council 

11 12 

13 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

 

14 

 

15 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon 

meeting 

 

16 

 

5:00 PM 

Confirmation 

17 

9:30 Joy Circle 

18 

 

19 

 

20 

 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

 

21 

 

 

 

22 

9:30 AM Brush & Palette 

2PM Prayer Group 

3PM Bible Study 

6:30 PM Al-anon 

meeting 

23 

 

5:00 PM  

Confirmation  

24 

 

 

25 

6:30 PM 

LAPCCA 

Meeting 

26 

27 

 

9:00 AM Worship 

Service 

 

28      
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Alexandria United Methodist Church Staff/ Office Hours 
Address: 2210 6th Ave East                             Office is open (9:00-1:00) 

Website: www.alexumc.org          Youtube Channel - AlexUMC 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Gary—Tue-Friday/email: (pastorgary@alexumc.org) 

Ginger Mayer– Administrative Assistant  Email: (office@alexumc.org)  

Phone: 320-763-4624  Hours:  Mon-Fri 8:30-3:30 


